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I DINING & TRAVEL 

A Slice of Paradise in Seoul's New Centerpiece 
The Park Hyatt Seoul with Dom Pt•rignon, by Benjamin Freeland 

Pllnntn~ .a \\l-dJmJ,t 1, .l thurn, hu,t· 
nl'"\\ .1.1 tht. bt"'\l l'I llllH'\ JnJ in th l 

,J\( ot tnt~m.uwn.11 l:ouph.·~- no I\SUl' 

1, thornil"r thJn the qurstton t.ll ""htt l' 
thr \\c:'\.IJins: "to t•l < pl•" In ,u,h 
1.l~l"'\. th<' mn'l,t JtHJdl\C" and dl.tf-t.'1.Jl 

"'lut1,'ln " in,JnJ.bh J nt.utral thud 
u,untn h...'<konin1,:. ,,uh tht. prum1,l• 
-.,t n.>m..tnc(' .id, enturl" .1nd c,t..Jil<.' from 
tlu.: ma1o.hl0Jth..'ln, ,JI t'\trndt.-'d tJnul1t.\ 
,nd 1h,· ,uhural b•!l!?•i;e 1h,·, brong 
"11h 1hrm hl1 1n1rrnJt1onal coupk, 
,rrlJn~ 1n d o ll<' 111 a lhirJ wuntn the 
r.1n~c.• 0 1 po-,.,1tnhta•, 1\ t'nonnou~ 

PJm of cou,-..c hJ, loni: tel):nN.I ,u, 
prt'mr 1c,, rk>pins couple-; than~, 1<1 m 
1rr...1,11hl,· mtlJni;,· of roma1m:. '°Phlstl­
cJtton nn,• d1ntni: and old "<llld, harm 
tollm"'\J clo>rh ll\ IIJ\\Jllsrnuan11 ml\ 
ot wJ . s.inJ ~un .1.nd ,10,, ll\1ng, \\llh 
\ln,m, ~la,an Rl\1rrJ \u,traha ', Lold 
Coast and 1hr Sro1t1'h I h)1hland, round­
m~ out the top t1ri 110\H""'-'· ..1 whole 
"' athr o f opuom C'l.1St> for m upk, lool-
1n~ ror , ,1,.'lm~thm.g oU thr lxJtl~n traclr.. lndul~l' ,11 the J'Jrl. lhJtl S..-oul 

!x-oul hlt eA.1.mple. "h1k ln,;inabh not a plan~ that 111 11\ cnun•ty hy a h 'Jrcll'"IS LAS nrtworJ...~ 
mc.l\t peopk .1,~;:ite \\'Ith romantic getJ\\J\'"\, norn.·• \\"1th J , •iew to drawing the romantic gelJ\•oay-hon-
1hetess repr=n1, a begu,hng ,\st>n rnrgan11 buC\ttng r\'moon nowd, the Park Hya11 Seoul,, rurrentl)' offer­
""h mergs t>oo1ttng ,omr of th,· r.-g1on 's finest lodg• ,~g a ,pcc,al pack.age deal ent11led TI,e /'ark with D0111 
mi:-. dm,ng, ,hopp,ni;. and ruhural happening, Tot> l'ms11u11. offered for a limited time only, until the end 
rouplN.1 \\1th 11, clo,r prox,m,t, 10 Japan and easy a.tr of March of this year. This package deal Includes one 
a(~ trum TOL"\o ma~e thr place an auraetl\·e eS,Cape night's accom.modation in one of the ho tel's luxu.riou~ 
from tht' Jap.3nl"Sr c.1p1t.1l. \nd ,,1th rhe aty's new Park Room~. brealfa.~t buHct or wC'<'kcnd brunch at 
tl.,};'htp h.uury h o re J, the- J•.utr.. lf),111 S<-ool. curn.•n l l)' n1c Cornersto n e, a cocl..t:tul cla" .11 The.· rimbcr 1lou~c 
ofltting .111 ~nticing nc,"'· l1m11e-d-ram,-on l) accommo-. ( I nday-Sa1-urd.ly, 6pm -7pm), frc-c acce,, to the fitnC''l 
d.J11on pacLlgr ~ntaJNJ The r . .ul wuh Dom J'l-ngnon, center. swimming pool and sauna, and, of cours.e, a 
th~ um~ h3 !1. ne\·er ~n tx-tter 10 booJ... that fu_,unou~ bottle o f Dom rengnon Vintage 1999 for good meas­

i:l"'UWa\' m South Korea·:s hent.>-t1c capital ure. Pnce for th1~ pacl,...age !lotarts at 380,000 Korean won 

The gro\\1h of South Korea, 1oum1 ,ector ,n re- p<'r n,ght (per rooml plus JO percen1 1ax, and 11 ,s rec• 
cent ,ea rs ha> roulted ,n a luwr, ho tel boom ,n 1he ommendcd that resen·ations be booked a l least a week 
rounl:J) s cap11al and o f 1he numerous recen1 add,-
11011> 10 the CII) , ca\! o f lu,unous lodging,. none 
tu,e brtn srander 1han the Park H)•II Seoul. S11ua1ed 
,n the 0 1, ·s <tntral business dtstnct of Gangnam, d1-
rccth oppcn11e the COLX !Conference o; F~1b11ton/ 
C..cnh r. the 2-Htore) Par~ Hya11 Seoul wa, designed 
h, the .-steemed Japanese design fi rm Super Pota10 (a 
nrm \\hose design ponfo!Jo mcludes the Sony Bulld­
,n~ ,n Tokyu and Kobe's Mosa,c Harbor Land com­
plu 1, open,ng tU doors to the public 111 April 2005. 

\\ith a '"'"" to se111ng a new standard o f luxury 
and grand hmp1taht)' ,n 1h,s high-powered meuopo­
hs. the Park Hyatt featu res I 85 guesuoom,. ,ncluding 
o ne 1'1es1denttal Su11e, 1wo D1ploma11c Su11es and 35 
f',rL Suites, and boasts the large>! gue,u ooms ,n the 
Ctl)', at S2 ,qua re m,·1c1> each rvcry guestroom comes 
"'11h a custom-designed feather bed , a 32-mch Oat 
,oe<,n te1,--.1>1on >tt, a D\'D and CD player, mul11-line 
ttlepholll'\ •nd high-speed internet acces,. In addt­
twn 10 tlm, the ho iel al,o feature, a 570-,quarc-me­
tcr l'arl (.luh spa and fitues, <enter, which Includes 
• T«hno C..,m 1ha1 ,11s ato p the bu,ldmg. offe11ng 
one of the mos, >p<-< tarnlar, ,cw, o f the c ity a,·atlable 
an\v.f1t.-rf.:', J :. \Hll J\ Jfl 1r1dcx,r hl'Jted pool, a ~una, 

a 'learn romn /a<uw Jnd plun~c pools. 
The l'arL llyatt'\ ruhnJ') and rdr.-shmen1 op11ons 

run 1h,· g.rnut, rJni;mg from ,is >1gnatur<' 1rstauran1 
th,- Lnmcr,torw, fca tur,ng a >l'il'lllOn o f 0\1'1 l ,000 
Ill m h di _.J It.ti Jan \\ lfl(.•\ Jnd raptainl'd hy IIIJ\ll· r 1url• 

n•, chd \td•n" 1/1 ~ho, 111 rice l1mlx·r llou,c, \\htch 
( uy~ uad1110UdJ >:or1:Jn dt·\1>;n hltll IIH• 1a1..1 and a 011, 

of J•p;n<-st- and l'.cm·•n 11ppl,'i. ll1c h otel also houses 
~•i (f,ri/tw11<e and ho•1d1001m, all cqu,pp,:d w,Lh the 

"('r,1 up-ttHlJlc mt-<.l,a t<·< hnolo;,:r. •ml l\cnwmpJssed 

ahead of 11me 
The Gangnam are> wh,ch encompasses the Park 

H)'alt Seoul fea tures 1he Apgu1eong Sho pping Center, 
"h,ch offers some of Seoul 's fine.st shoppmg, as well as 
the s1unn111g new COEX Center, roughly the Korean 
cap11al's equivalent 10 the Tokyo lntemaltonal Forum 
111 Yurakucho, 111 both form and funcnon. The area 
IS accessible from Samsung Station on Ltne #2 of the 
Seoul Subway. and from G,mpo Airport (Seoul's domes­
tic airport, which IS now also conven,ently connected 
10 Tok-yo-HanedaJ 1he ho1el ,s accessible either by lim­
omme bus (40,000 won one-way) or by 1ax1 (l,enwen 
60,000 and 80,000 won). 

In add1tton to the Dom Nris,w11 r.,cJ..o.,;,·, the ParL 
Hya11 Seoul abo offers Its l"!,'Ular Ro111a11rr l'arJ..oge and 
l\'etltli11g l'nckase, ,s does the rest of the global l'ark I lya11 
ne1wo1k. II Is well wonh no ting that the l'arL Hyall pro­
vides an extra 1ncen11,·e for couples 10 11e the kno t under 
one of theu roofs, be that m Seoul o r anp,·here else \\1th 
a Park llyart-«>uples who celebrate their wedding al the 
Park Hyatt a.re rnti1lrd 10 two comphmenta')' nti;h1s· ac­
commodation at any Park ll )'lllt 01 l·l1-a11 Rcson, be tha1 
m Pans, Kaua, 01 Dubai. In other word, . as the ho tel's 
p1omo11onal li1cratu1e puts 11, •u-1ebra1e )Our \\'C"<ldmg 
wnh us and )Our first annl\·ersa')· is on u.,," And gi,•en 
the l'\'Cr \\idening reach of the Hra tt network, wh,ch has 
e,pandC'd rn r,..:ent rears to Saigon, Uuenos Aires, Ky" 
and Tian1in, 1he possib,htieS fo r> second hone)TilOOn arc 
11carl) endll"'s. 

1'>1k ll\'att Seoul, 995-14 Daoclu 3-dong. Gani:nam-gu. 
~I. 135-502, South Kore>. lei. +82-2-2016-1234. l.1.x. 
+82-2-2016-1200. sroul.parh •'h)•ltintl.rom. http:// 
!>('OUl.parl._h).1ILCOll1/ lt)';:llt/hotels/ ind c.'I..JSP 
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