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for this peculianty
ing Shikinejima constituted F
pawr of tsunamus destroved the land b
the rwo between 168% and 1704 The
remains as seismically active as ever, having incurred
noteworthy quakes in both 1991 and 2000 Its human
history, too, 15 ndden with turmoil, Shortly after the
creation of modern-day Nitjima, the 1sland was turned
into a penal colony for perpetrators of political crimes
under the Edo Shogunate, a system that remained in
place until 1871 Some 1,300 prisoners in all were
banished to the island, manv of whose descendents
still live there. Even now, the island and its colorful

between

local dialect are rich with ghost lore and tragic to!
mistortune on the high seas,

Contemporary Life

While Nujima’s past 1s characterized by hardship ol
woe, its modern self 15 considerably more ebulizvig
The 1sland’s primary industries are fishing, construc-
tion, koga (rhvolite) mining, and tourism, the latter
two of which have been successfully merged in a
charactenistic Nijima fashion through the fashion-
ing of the island’s iconic moyai statues. Originally
inspired by Easter Island’s moai statues, the moyai—a
word that at once hearkens to the moai and translates
roughly to ‘collaborative effort” in the Mijima dia-
lect—became a local craze in the late 1970s and today
number over a hundred on Moyai Hill, overlooking
the Yunohana and Machama beaches. A famous moyai
also stands outside Tokyo's Shibuya Station, gifted to
the metropolis in 1980 on the occasion of the 100th
anmiversary of Niijima's official designation as a town
vathin Tokyo-to. While the moyai are the best-known
manifestation of Niijima's artisanship, the island is
also renowned for its glass art made from the island’s
iconic thyolite, a stone indigenous only to Niijima
and the sunilarly volcanic Lipan Island in italy. An
annual glass-art festival has been a notable event on
the island’s calendar since 1988,

Eatural Aesthetics

Aside from s obvious artistic flair, Niljima’s main
tourist calling cards are its physical features and laid-
back island charm and hospitality. Niijima’s beaches
are justly legendary throughout Japan and Habushi
Beach on the east coast of the island hosts a number
of surfing competitions in the summer months. The
island’s crystalline waters also play host to other
water sports, including sport fishing, scuba diving,
and an annual triathlon held every May. The island
15 also generously endowed with onsen (hot springs),
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and one of the countries

the most famous being Yunohama, which features
an over-the-top garish outdoor bath built in a retro-

neenstvle ona rocky cliff and provides a spectacular
sunset view over the ocean, As for hospitality, the cen-
tral town area features an ample number of minshuku
(guesthouses) and friendly hole-in-the-wall cateries
with decor ranging from fine art to surfing arcana.
Shrines and temples dot the island, the best known
being Choei-ji, a Nichiren Buddhist temple that hosts
an Exiles Cemetery where the remains of many of
the island’s former political prisoners lie. The Niijima
Village Museum, a relatively recent addition that
was completed in 1998, is fully bilingual and covers
the full span of the island’s human history, from the
prehistory, through the penal era, to the visiting surf
legends of today

Miijima-Getting There
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