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l.zu 5,i.'\ e:: ;,.r.-:.--:: · ::t: ':." _ •• :-. ;._,.. ':' . .y · rr~ 1n 1<,.J.ci:mh 
tn Lhe c.h.atn. •tr. :~.=--- ·:-.-::" .::~· ,-,.._-,-_ m•,r- 1h41n tJw) 
out on!~ e:2h t arc- r.;\• ·.:.,~ ·.;,+ .ii:•-:: ·r,, ... r~vm 
for thu peCl.Jham--. 1\ 1t:..,: "', .. nr:..:, ,1r.1 · t,,.- r:•·,~ l.;,1-
in~ Shilmt-11.rru c<,n ',lit~te~ .: •.: r.;l•· .'.1.s:1d ~.,,,f,,r i: c1 

pair ,A t\unamts d ~ tro-,td th" l,m -::l t, ; ,<'J~!.: t~1~•'-"": n 
the n,,.o bt-t\.\.C't'n I~ and 1 ;'IM f ~t:: ;ll.c1 nd .c1l ',1) 
remains .n senm1c.all} ,Kt1H J \ t;".tr hd-.tn,? ,nc um·d 
notf'\i\·onh} qualts. ,n 00th 1~1 and 11.lh Jt ,. human 
h1\to ry. t()f",, 1\ ridden with turm01I. \hCJr1I} af!tr the 
creation o f modern-0.d~ !':1111ma, tht island was 1urnt."d 
into a ix-11al col<Jm for perpetrator\ of pr,ht1cal crtml·\ 
undt"r tht f..do Sho~unate. a sy5tt:m that re mamed 1n 
place un11I 1871 Somt- I , $/JO pmu nt"n in all wtre 
banished to 1he 1sl,md, manv o f 1nhos.t dt-scendents 
still liv" there tven nu"'. the n land and it\ colo rful 

h ~al d1Jlcct aa· 11ch "1th ghos1 lor\.' anti tr.1~tl. ,. · 
n11s1o rtun1.· on tht.· h1~h 'H,:a~. 

Conu:mpor~ry Life 
\\ h1lr ,upma·s p.t'it ,,. charac-term.•11 b} hard, !11,, ,,1 

\HK-. It\ mod~rn \l'lf 1s tom1derabl) m1>r<· c huli 1'111 
Th.: 1\ land' \ puman 111du, tril'S are fishing, ,011st ruc-
1mn, l.v3,1 lrh,ohkl m1mng, and tourism , the latter 
t\", ' J o l \,h1t h twn: bt:en succe.,,sfully mt"'rged in a 
lharac1C'rt \ 11l S 11pma !J<,h1011 through thl.' fa!ihiun-
1n~ o f th(· 1\ land '., iconic 11w,.ui statuc:s. O riginally 
1m,pm·d tn l..asll'r h land\ moai \ l ,IIUl'S, thC' moyai- a 
v,o rd that .tl o mc hcarkrns to thl· mut1i and translates 
roo~hl~ to ·u1llabora11w dfort ' in the bliiijima dla­
h.-n-t>f:Cdml· d local crJZC in the late 1970s and today 
numix:r o , cr J hundrl'd o n M O)'Ji t-1111. overlooking 
thl· Yunohan.i and Md<:hama t>eache~. A famou1 nwyai 
ah.o st.snd~ ou1-.1dc: I o l,.yo'\ Shibuya Statio n . gifll'd to 
thl· 1r1e1r,,pr,1,., ,n 1980 on the occasion o f the 100th 
.sn111\t"r).dr) of S lij1ma's official de\ignation a1, a town 
v,1thm lok)•.)•1•>- While the 111or11i are the bc\t-1,.nown 
m.in1fei.tat1rm ,,! r-:1iflma's art hamh lp, the l!iland 1s 
.c1lw rt'll<J\'\ n~d fo r 11, gla-,., art mad(• from the island'~ 
1c1m1c rhyoilH:, a \!Ont: indigl·nous only to Niijima 
.-:snd thc- !i.Unilarly volcanic Up,ui !\land in Italy. An 
,mnu.sl ~la,...,drt ft:\ llval ha, lX'cn a notable ('vent on 
1t1,- 1";ldnd' -, cc1lt nda, \ inn• 191iB. 

Ma'1 r•I A4'1,l.h,t,c.~ 

A-,1dt· fmm It\ ohv1,,uc. a r1l -.1ll fl.ilr. Niifima's main 
t1,ur1\l ldllln:,: u rd\ .irl' 11, phy-.1,JI !t-a1urcs and laid­
bad /\la n d ch..rm a11d llo,pit.t llt y. Nlipma'\ hcachc~ 
arc- 1u,tly ll·~tnddry tllrnughout Japan a nd Habu)hi 
Kca ch on the ta\t u ,c1\ 1 of the h land hosts a numl><·r 
o f \ urfmi,; cfJmpttitlo m 111 thl' , umml'r month) . T h l' 
1\land' \ cry, t.tlhnl' water\ aho play ho,1 to other 
water ,port~, induding ,port frihlng, K ub:1 dlv:11g, 
and a n annual 1r1a1hlo n he ld l'very May. T he island 
1, also gcnerou"ily t:ndowed with ,msm lho t ) prlngs), I 
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peripheral 
are among its most over­
looked tourist destination! 
and one of the countries 

lhl· most famou 1o b(•111~ Yunohama. w h ich rc.1t ures 
,Ill ,1,·0 -t la·-top ~:l m h outdoor bath huih in a retro-

.. , ... ,~ l l.' o n a rt>dy <.lift a nd provide!,, J. Spi..'ctacular 
,u11,ct , ·il'W O\'er th e ocCJn . As ror hospitality, the- ccn­
ual town area features an Jmplc number of mi11sh11k11 
(guesthou~es) and friendly ho le•in•tl1e-wall t.>Jte-ril•s 
with dt!'cor ranging from fi ne art to surfing arcana. 
Shrilll".\ and temple~ d o t t h e island, t)l(' best 1..nown 

being C h oei•11, a Nkhucn Huddhht temple that hos11o 
an Exile1o Cc.-ml'terv wllC're the rcm.1ms o f manv o f 
the 1slancl's forml'r. po litica l prisoner'I lie . T he Niiii mJ 
Vi1l:1g~• ~·1useum, a re latively recent additio n tha t 
wa!I completed in 1998, is full y b ilingual and cu,,N s 
llw lull span o f the island'> human hhto ry, fro m th\.' 
prl'11istory, th rough the 1>en;1\ era, to the , ·islting surf 
legend :, of 1oday . 
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best-kept secrets. 
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